   JEAN BELLETTE
                                               R E T R O S P E C T I V E
    12 March – 24 April 2005

The initiation of the Jean Bellette Retrospective by S.H. Ervin Gallery, in partnership with Bathurst Regional Art Gallery, continues the Gallery’s ongoing commitment to the exhibition of the work by women artists. Jean Bellette (1908-1991) was a seminal figure in the visual arts from the 1930s until her death in Majorca in 1991, yet her contribution to the history of the visual arts in Australia has not been adequately assessed until this landmark exhibition.
Jean Bellette studied at the Hobart Technical School and later at Julian Ashton’s Art School in Sydney.  In 1935 she married fellow student Paul Haefliger and together they travelled to London where she studied at the Central School of Art under Meninsky, and then at Westminster under Gerstler. It was here that she developed her interest in classicism.  Bellette’s avid reading of Homer and the Greek tragedies resulted in the frequent use of mythology as the subject matter of her work.
In 1937 Bellette, Haefliger and John Passmore travelled throughout Italy and France, studying in Paris before returning to Sydney on the eve of World War II. It was during the next seventeen years that her work and Haefliger’s criticism had the most profound effect on the Sydney art scene.  Bellette wrote for Art in Australia under Peter Bellews editorship, lavishly illustrating articles on Masaccio, Giotto and Mailllol. She was awarded the Sulman Prize in 1942 and 1944, and the Carillon City Festival Prize in 1955. Bellette taught at East Sydney Technical College, designed theatre sets, exhibited regularly and was a founder of the Sydney Art Group.
The works in this exhibition include a selection of paintings and drawings from Julian Ashton Art School and her early years in London and Europe. The main focus for the exhibition, however,  lies with the key works from the 1940s and 1950s where there is an emphasis on the figure and still life. The exhibition also looks at the period when Bellette and Haefliger acquired a cottage in the old mining town of Hill End. The impact of the local landscape is examined in the context of neo-classicism and the Australian landscape tradition.    

Finally, works from the 1960s and 1970s shed new light on Bellette’s oeuvre.  As an expatriate artist living and working in Majorca, she was inspired by the ancient local pageantry and rituals as expressions of her belief in the continuum of human experience. 

This exhibition consists of seventy four works including paintings, watercolours and drawings from private and public collections and is accompanied by a full colour catalogue which is available in the Gallery bookshop for $29.95.
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List of works
Study of a young man c.1932-33

oil on canvas, 89.0 x 66.0cm

Private Collection

Botanic Gardens (Dark Trees) 1933

watercolour & charcoal on paper mounted on cardboard, 35.0 x 27.0cm

Manly Art Gallery & Museum

Gift of the Committee 1967 

The painter’s class  1934

watercolour, pencil & charcoal, 24.0 x 17.5cm

Collection : Philip Bacon, Brisbane

Still life 1935

watercolour & pencil on paper,  56.0 x 38.0cm

Manly Art Gallery & Museum

Gift of the Committee 1970

(Set design:Classical buildings above rocky coast)   (c.1938)

oil on composition board, 59.5 x 90.8cm

National Gallery of Australia
Gift of Robert Shaw 1978
Not titled (seated nude(  c.1940s

pencil on paper  37.0 x 27.4cm

National Gallery of Australia

Head   1940s

brown conté, 33.7 x 21.0cm

The Art Gallery of New South Wales

Bequest of Megan Machin neé Sharpe 1998

Nude  1940

oil on cardboard, 76.0 x 36.0cm

NSW National Parks & Wildlife, 

on loan to Bathurst Regional Art Gallery

Untitled (1940)

gouache on paper, 30.5 x 32.0cm

Private Collection
Director’s House, Botanical Gardens, 
Sydney  c.1941

watercolour & crayon on paper, 21.9 x 20.1cm

National Gallery of Australia

For whom the bell tolls  1941
oil on cardboard on board, 58.5 x 73.5cm

Private Collection

Palm Beach and Broken Bay c.1943

oil on cardboard, 23.3 x 32.1cm

Newcastle Region Art Gallery 

Presented by Dr Roland Pope 

Two girls   c. 1945
oil on board, 52.5 x 37.5cm

Wollongong Art Gallery, on loan from the Building Unions Superannuation 

Scheme Art Collection

Electra  1944

oil on paper on hardboard, 59.5 x 75.5cm 

The Art Gallery of New South Wales 

Purchased 1944

Figure with leaves and wheat  1944

oil on board, 62.0 x 50.0cm

Private Collection 

Two drawings of a man’s head  c.1944

pencil on cream wove paper, 13.4 x 16.1cm

The Art Gallery of New South Wales

Gift of Veronica Rowan 2000

Pyrmont Girl   1945

oil on canvas, 62 x 48.0cm

Private Collection

Landscape with figures  c.1945
oil on composition board, 45.0 x 50.6cm

Geelong Art Gallery

Gift of Ford Motor Co, 1962
Conversation by the river 1945
oil on cardboard on composition board, 
85.6 x 110.0cm

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne

Gift of Mr René & Jean Yuncken, 1984

Oedipus  c.1945

oil on paper, mounted on plywood, 
55.8 x 71.1cm

Art Gallery of South Australia

Elder Bequest Fund 1946

The rectory  c.1945
oil on cardboard  43.4 x 59.0cm

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne

Purchased 1947

Untitled 1945-50

pencil on paper, 25.5 x 36.0cm 

Benalla Art Gallery

Seated nude  1946

pencil over brown-green wash, 44.9 x 26.2cm

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne

Purchased 1946

Resting girl   c. 1946

pencil, 27.8 x 37.5cm 
The Art Gallery of New South Wales

Purchased 1946

Child’s head   1946

crayon, 37.5 x 27.3cm

The Art Gallery of New South Wales

Purchased 1946

Girl at the window  1947

oil on cardboard, 52.5 x 76.5cm 

Benalla Art Gallery  

Myths and legends 1946-47

screenprinted cotton, 44.5 x 80.0cm 
The Art Gallery of New South Wales

Gift of Claudio Alcorso 1971

Betrothal of Achilles   1948

oil on cardboard, 75.6 x 100.3cm

Art Gallery of Western Australia

Ruins near Bathurst  1949
oil on cardboard, 61.6 x 82.0cm

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne

Purchased 1952

The lovers  c. 1949

black and green conté crayon on paper, 
34.7 x 44.4cm

National Gallery of Australia

Chorus without Iphigenia c.1950
oil on composition board, 91.5 x 136.7cm

National Gallery of Australia

Group of figures in a landscape  c.1950

oil on composition board, 38.0 x 48.5cm

Private Collection

The flight of Orestes  1950
oil on composition board, 74 x 98.5cm

Private Collection 

The Poet and Claudia  c.1950

oil on cardboard, 55.8 x 60.3cm

Art Gallery of South Australia

Government Grant

Portrait of a woman  c.1950

oil on board, 136.0 x 90.0cm

Bathurst Regional Art Gallery, 

Gift of Mr John Shaw & Ms Sima Oertli 1993

Paul  c. 1950
charcoal on paper, 51.5 x 37.4cm 

Private Collection 

Still life  1952

oil on hardboard, 56.7 x 90cm

Reserve Bank

Trojan theme  1952

oil on board, 30.0 x 33.0cm

Private Collection

Minos of the Shades   1952
oil on composition board, 60.8 x 75.8cm

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne

Purchased 1952

Glass of beer (Russell Drysdale)  1952
charcoal on paper, 56.5 x 43.0cm

Private Collection 

Matthew Carroll sleeping  1952
charcoal on paper, 36.0 x 47.0cm

Private Collection 

Untitled  1952
red crayon on paper, 24.4 x 18.5cm

Private Collection 

Still life   c. 1953

oil on board, 39.5 x 74.5cm

Australian National University

Still life with wooden bowl  c.1954

oil on hardboard, 54.6 x 81.3cm 

The Art Gallery of New South Wales 

Purchased 1954

Still life 1954

oil on composition board, 80.3 x 93.8cm

Queensland Art Gallery

Gift of the Godfrey Rivers Trust 1954

Still life with fish  1954

oil on canvas, 60.0 x 85.5cm

Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery

Figure 1954

charcoal on paper, 54.0 x 74.0cm

UNSW Art Collection

Acquired 1960

Hill End country   c. 1954

gouache on paper, 54.0 x 74.0cm  

Australian National University

Ravine, Hill End  c. 1954

gouache & ink on paper, 38.5 x 47.5cm, 

Benalla Art Gallery

Coastal still life  1955

oil on hardboard, 85.8 x 109.8cm 

The Art Gallery of New South Wales

Purchased 1955

Still life c.1955

oil on hardboard, 90 x 120cm

Bathurst Regional Art Gallery

Still life c.1956

oil on board, 58.5 x 89cm 

Australian National University

Nude  1956

oil on board, 39.5 x 49.5cm

Private Collection

Girl’s head  c. 1950

oil on paper, 63.5 x 50cm

National Gallery of Australia 

Sketch for Coming from the death   c.1960

oil on paper on board, 32 x 44cm


Private Collection
Entering the Underworld  1963

oil on canvas, 64.4 x 97.5cm

Private Collection

Coming from the death  1963

oil on canvas, 73 x 95cm

Private Collection

Above Fornalutx  c.1963

oil on composition board, 91.5 x 122cm

Private Collection

Untitled c.1963

oil on composition board, 68.5 x 88cm

Private Collection

Confrontation  c.1965

oil on composition board, 48 x 59cm

Private Collection

Forgotten by Rome  1970

oil on canvas   96 x 161cm

Hamilton Art Gallery

Gift of Dr Joseph Brown

Polensa  c.1970

oil on canvas, 93 x 124cm

Collection : Philip Bacon, Brisbane  

The mourners  1970

oil on canvas, 64 x 93cm

Private Collection 

The dancers  1970-1971

oil on canvas, 99 x 130cm

The Art Gallery of New South Wales

Purchased 1976

Cave houses  c.1970-71

oil on canvas, 91.4 x 122cm

Newcastle Region Art Gallery

Presented by the Margaret Olley Trust

Oracle   c. 1970s

oil on hardboard, 70.5 x  90.0cm

The Art Gallery of New South Wales

Gift of Lady Drysdale 1981

Gold country  1975

oil on board, 91.0 x 128.5cm

Private Collection

View of the bay  c.1975

oil on composition board, 83.5 x 135.5cm

Private Collection

Women at a tomb  1975

oil on canvas, 92 x 124.5cm

Private Collection

Politics   c.1975

oil on board, 56.0 x 70.0cm  

Private Collection

Search for the young bull  1975

oil on canvas, 94.5 x 108cm

Private Collection

Greek girl  1975-1976

oil on canvas, 97.3 x 162.8cm

Art Gallery of New South Wales

Private Collection loan

Conflict  1980

oil on composition board,  87.7 x 118.2cm

Newcastle Region Art Gallery

Presented by the Margaret Olley Trust  1996

Turkish Night c.1980

oil on canvas, 92.5 x 124.5cm

Bathurst Regional Art Gallery

Gift of Mr John Shaw & Ms Sima Oertli 1993
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Open: Tuesday – Sunday 11am – 5pm

Public Program : Sunday @ 3pm 

Gallery Floor Talk :Tuesday @ 12pm

Telephone  : 02 9258 0173 

Visit our website : www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au






