TOWN & COUNTRY
Portraits of Colonial Homes & Gardens
A Bendigo Art Gallery Travelling Exhibition

7 July – 14 August 2005
An established tradition in British art from the 17th century onwards, the commissioning of house portraits became increasingly popular in the 18th century, with artists such as J.M.W. Turner, John Constable, Richard Wilson and William Marlow being highly sought after for their paintings of country estates. For centuries, wealthy patrons had employed artists to produce portraits of beloved family members and animals. It was fashionable for the well-to-do to have their houses and gardens similarly recorded for posterity. Depictions of country properties were particularly highly prized – a view of a country estate was frequently commissioned to hang in a patron’s town residence, as a ‘visual reminder of the pleasures of the rural seat’.

It is not surprising that by the early 1800s a flourishing market for views of private homes was emerging in colonial Australia. The earliest of these images were produced predominantly by convict artists, and chiefly in the ‘older’ colonies of New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land. 

As the wealth of the colonies had been growing, so too had the ranks of prosperous merchants and pastoralists wishing to secure visual records of their homes and landholdings. The Ware, Clarke, Cumming and Manifold families in Victoria, for example, commissioned house portraits, from leading colonial artists, well into the 1870s and 1880s. 

Commissioned in ever greater numbers, depictions of private homes came to represent an important source of income for many colonial artists, including Eugène von Guérard, Louis Buvelot, William Tibbits, Conrad Martens, Nicholas Chevalier and Thomas Clark. The pictorial legacy left by the 19th century painters of house portraits not only gives evidence of the origins of Australian artistic patronage, but also provides an insight into the cultural and social aspirations of successful colonial landowners. 
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List of works
Joseph Lycett

Views in Australia; or, New South Wales and 

Van Dieman’s Land  in Fifty Views with Descriptive Letter Press, John  Souter,  London 1825,  book: etchings, aquatints, hand-coloured

25.0 x 40 x 3.0cm

Horden House, Sydney
Benjamin Dutterrau (attributed)
Derwent Park House  c.1832-37
oil on board, 76.7 x 64.4cm

Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery, Hobart
Gift of Mr. T. Gellibrand 1959
Artist Unknown

East View of Mr Wiseman’s Villa, NSW c.1835

watercolour  40.8 x 54.8cm

S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney - National Trust of Australia (NSW)  Purchased 1981 with funds provided by the Garden Committee
Artist Unknown 

Wiseman’s Villa, NSW c.1835

watercolour, 30.7 x 48.7cm

S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney - National Trust of Australia (NSW)  Purchased 1981 with funds provided by the Garden Committee

Artist Unknown

Highfield, Circular Head, Stanley, Tasmania, Residence for Edward Curr, First Manager of the Van Diemen’s Land Company c.1835

oil on canvas, 25.3 x 30.5cm
Rex Nan Kivell Collection
National Library of Australia, Canberra 

Conrad Martens

Elizabeth Bay House from Darling Point 1838

watercolour, 65 x 45cm (image)
Historic Houses Trust of NSW

Elizabeth Bay House Collection, Sydney
Presented by the Foundation of the Historic Houses Trust of NSW
Conrad Martens

The Vineyard 1840

oil on canvas 43.3 x 61.5cm

Mitchell Library. 

State Library of New South Wales, Sydney
Artist Unknown

Sandford, an Australian Homestead c.1845

oil on canvas on board, 50.9 x 75.5cm

Rex Nan Kivell Collection

National Library of Australia, Canberra
George Edwards Peacock

Craig End, Sydney, New South Wales c.1850

oil on cardboard, 25.2 x 34.8cm

Rex Nan Kivell Collection 

National Library of Australia, Canberra
Artist Unknown

Fernside, Highton c.1850-60
watercolour, 84.4 x 63.8cm

Geelong Gallery
Gift of Basil Bates in memory of his wife Maud Bates 1978
Artist Unknown

View of Rosedale, near Campbell Town 
c.1850-60
oil on canvas, 59.3 x 77.3cm
National Trust of Australia (Tasmania)
Knud Bull

Hallgreen, New Norfolk, as Seen from the North Bank of the Derwent  1854

oil on canvas, 31 x 44cm

W.L. Crowther Library, 
State Library of Tasmania, Hobart
Eugène von Guérard

Mr Muirhead’s Station 1856

oil on canvas, 22.9 x 32.7cm

National Library of Australia, Canberra 

Conrad Martens

The Iron House, Kirribilli 1856

watercolour, 45.5 x 65.5cm
Mitchell Library
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney 

Robert Dowling

Minjah in the Old Time c.1856

oil on canvas, 76.4 x 101.7cm

Warrnambool Art Gallery
Gift of Joseph Ware, c.1894

Henry Gritten

Cawarra, formerly Clonsilla, Risdon Road, Hobart  c.1856

oil on canvas, 45.5 x 60.8cm

Queen Victoria Museum & Art Gallery, Launceston
Joseph Fowles

Bungarrabee (sic) NSW 1858

oil on canvas, 46 x 61cm
Mitchell Library
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney 

Eugène von Guérard

From the Verandah of Purrumbete 1858

oil on canvas, 51.4 x 86.3cm

National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
Purchased 1978
Eugène von Guérard

Purrumbete from across the Lake 1858

oil on canvas mounted on board, 51.0 x 85.5cm

National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
Purchased with funds from Nerissa Johnson Bequest 1998
Eugène von Guérard

Mr Levien’s Hut on the Barwon River 1860

oil on canvas, 45.7 x 75.9cm

Geelong Art Gallery
Gift of N. Belcher and W. Max Bell 1923
Nicholas Chevalier

A Victorian Homestead c.1860

oil on cardboard, 39.4 x 58.4cm

Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney
Bequest of Mrs. Nicholas Chevalier 1919

Thomas Clark

Muntham   c.1860

oil on canvas, 56.2 x 99.0cm

Hamilton Art Gallery 

Artist Unknown
The architect Samuel Jackson and His Wife on the Verandah of the Wattle House, St. Kilda c.1860
oil on canvas, 49.0 x 66.0cm
John Playfoot Fine Art, Melbourne
Henry Gritten

Beaufront 1861

oil on canvas, 51.3 x 78cm

National Library of Australia, Canberra
Eugène von Guérard

Meningoort 1861
oil on canvas on board, 74 x 109.6cm

Richard Salter, Victoria
Nicholas Chevalier
The Hill, Residence of William Roberston Overlooking Lake Colac 1863

oil on canvas, 77 x 120cm

Private Collection

Henry Gritten

Colonial landscape  c.1863

oil on canvas on composition board

86.2 x 112.3cm

Newcastle Region Art Gallery

Louis Buvelot

Koonongwootong 1867

watercolour, 30.0 x 40.0cm 
Private Collection
Louis Buvelot

Country House 1868

watercolour, 47.8 x 52.8cm

Bendigo Art Gallery 
Dr. J. A. Neptune Scott Bequest Fund 1958

Louis Buvelot

Mount Fyans Homestead 1869

oil on canvas, 58.5 x 94.0cm
National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
From the James Fairfax collection. Gift of Bridgestar Pty Ltd 1993

Louis Buvelot

Mount Fyans Woolshed 1869

oil on canvas, 58.6 x 93.8cm

National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
Purchased 1968
Eugène von Guérard

Woodlands 1869

oil on canvas, 91.7 x 156.7cm

National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
Purchased 1976
Louis Buvelot

Terrinallum House and Emu Creek from Near the Lower Garden Gate 1871

oil on canvas, 37.0 x 51.3cm
National Gallery of Australia, Canberra.
Gift of Ernestine McKellar in memory of her grandfather John Cumming of Terrinallum, Victorian pioneer and pastoralist 1985

William Tibbits

Shoubra, Geelong c.1874-92
watercolour, 80.4 x 119.1cm

Private Collection
Louis Buvelot
Gisborne Hill from the Slopes of Mount Macedon 1875
oil on canvas on board, 71.5 x 112.6cm

Bendigo Art Gallery
Dr. J. A. Neptune Scott Bequest Fund 1958
Louis Buvelot

View near Heidelberg 1875

oil on canvas, 31.4 x 50.0cm

Bendigo Art Gallery

Dr. J. A. Neptune Scott Bequest Fund 1956

Frederick Leycester Fisher
Vaucluse near Sydney c.1875

watercolour, 25.1 x 35.4cm (image)

Historic Houses Trust of NSW
Vaucluse House Collection, Sydney
Louis Buvelot

Between City and Country 1879

watercolour, 27.5 x 45.2cm

Bendigo Art Gallery 

Dr. J. A. Neptune Scott Bequest Fund 1958
Rene Raimonde

Harton Hills c.1880

watercolour, 38.8 x 71.0cm

Hamilton Art Gallery

Rene Raimonde

Eggleston, Macquarie River, Tasmania 
c.1880-90

oil on canvas, 56.0 x 107.0cm

Queen Victoria Museum & Art Gallery, Launceston
William Tibbits
Farm near Geelong 1881

watercolour, 44.9 x 65.7cm (sheet)

Ballarat Fine Art Gallery
L. J. Wilson Bequest Fund 1970
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Thomas Moyle

Glanfield, Highton 1882

watercolour, 45.7 x 54.3cm

Private collection
John Mather
Landscape, Omeo 1885

watercolour, 37 x 59cm 
F.M. Courtis Collection

La Trobe University (Bendigo Campus)
William Tibbits

Coronal, Geelong 1892

watercolour, 62.5 x 86.3cm

Geelong Gallery
Purchased 1992
William Short
Mount Macedon with Braemar House in the Distance 1894

oil on canvas, 132.5 x 183x11cm

Bendigo Art Gallery

Gift of Mrs. C. Allan 1923

May Vale

The Orchard c.1904

oil on canvas, 50.5 x 76cm

National Gallery of Victoria
Purchased 1971
�


Watson Road, Observatory Hill, The Rocks, Sydney


Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Sunday 11am to 5pm


Closed Mondays & Public Holidays





Admission: $6 Full, $4 National Trust members & Concessions


Telephone: (02) 9258 0173


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au/ervin.html" ��www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au/ervin.html�


Café, Bookshop, free parking


Public Program of guest speakers Sundays @ 3pm


 Gallery floor talk Tuesdays @ 12noon











