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As Peter Kingston approached his fiftieth birthday in 1993 he was on the cusp of a radical 

change to his vision as an artist. He had already by now become fully recognized as a 

draughtsman and illustrator, adept at pen-and-ink with a satirical wit in the shadow of his 

Cranbrook School contemporary Martin Sharp. Kingston had been drawn into Sharp’s eccentric 

culture built on the famous Yellow House, Luna Park, and the infamous Oz Magazine.  

The central factor that carried Kingston beyond Sharp’s influence over the next three decades 

however was simply a conquest of the difficult alchemy of oil painting. He may have made this 

conquest earlier had he attended art school rather than study architecture under pressure from 

his parents. But the prospect of full-time painting beckoned regardless of the challenge it would 

inevitably present. 

There was another shadow that hung over him, turning out to be a greater blessing. After living 

in Japan for a couple years during the 1970s, Kingston returned to Sydney and acquired the 

house next door to the Whiteley family at Lavender Bay. He befriended Brett, whose extrovert 

talent, eloquence with charcoal, and ability to push spaces to the very edges of the picture plane 

on large scale, enthralled the younger artist. 

Then in 1992 Whiteley died, and a paradigm of painterly draughtsmanship suddenly fell into 

Kingston’s lap, leaving him to develop his own particular visual poetry for celebrating the 

Harbour he had adored since growing up as a child at Parsley Bay. Herein lies the basic story of 

this exhibition; one of love, inspiration and perseverance. 
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