
   

 

   

 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Canoe Prow with Hokusai Moon 2023 

tempera emulsion and oil on linen  76.5 x 76.5cm 

Collection of Stephen Davies 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Self Portrait 2023 

tempera emulsion and oil on linen 45 x 45cm 

Private Collection 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Studio Nocturne (Feeding the Birds) 2022 – 2024 

egg tempera on hemp on board  153 x 138cm 

 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Kuro ao to shiro (Japanese Black, Blue and White) 2024 

egg tempera on hemp on board  153 x 153cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Two Tables (Remembering Motherwell) 2024 

egg tempera on hemp on board 102 x 104cm 

Collection of the artist 
 

Collection of the artist 

 

 

 

 

Peter Godwin is a graduate of the National Art School in Sydney and subsequently lectured in painting, drawing and 

printmaking at the school for many years. He has been the recipient of numerous awards including the Gruner Prize at the Art 

Gallery of New South Wales in 1979 and 1985, the Mosman Art Prize in 2004, a finalist in the Sulman Prize at the Art Gallery of 

New South Wales and the Salon des Refusés at the SH. Ervin Gallery Sydney in 2023. His work is held in public collections across 

Australia, notably at the National Gallery of Australia; Art Gallery of New South Wales; Government House, Sydney; Gosford 

Regional Art Gallery; Sydney Institute of Technology Collection; Parliament House, Canberra and Mosman Art Gallery. 

                     

 

 

 

 

 
 
      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watson Road, Observatory Hill, The Rocks, Sydney 
Tuesday – Sunday: 11am – 5pm  
(Closed Mondays & Public Holidays) 
 
Admission: $15 General, $12 Concession  
National Trust members Free/  Children under 5 Free 
  
Tel: (02) 9258 0173, Group Bookings: 9258 0140 
 
Instagram, Facebook: @shervingallery 
 
Café: (02) 9258 0175 Bookings recommended 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

This overdue survey marks Peter Godwin’s first exhibition in a public gallery and acknowledges the artist’s sustained vision and 

significant contribution to painting in Australia. The worlds of Peter Godwin are ever-changing and allusive. In his interiors, still 

lifes and landscapes he presents memories of other places.  

 

Working from his studio on the NSW Central Coast, Godwin recalls places, images and objects into his evocative compositions. 

From a light-filled apartment in Paris, France to the misty landscapes of the Li River, China or a nocturne interior under a 

Hokusai moon; his works are full of objects and treasures that he has collected over time. 

 

Godwin’s work is rooted in deep conversations with past painterly traditions, but it is also about conjuring presence through the 

act of painting. Returning repeatedly to the same few objects and spaces surrounding him; cuttlefish on a table, a lemon, light 

through a curtain or an owl’s eyes gleaming from the shadows, Godwin reminds us that meaningful and perennial subjects are 

always close at hand. He renders these economically in thin layers of tempera, oils and printing inks. While his pigments are 

applied with a charismatic sense of ease, the potency at the heart of Godwin’s work lies in the way his calligraphic and 

expressive gestures are immediately eroded by their own transparency and translucence. 

 

Whilst Godwin’s career spans over forty years this survey exhibition focuses on Godwin’s prints and paintings from 2000, when 

Godwin shifted from working with thick, gestural oil paintings to light washes of egg tempera.  

 

Tempera is a combination of pigment with egg yolk or an oil emulsion. In contrast to oil paint, the fast drying, delicate medium 

allows the artist to construct a painting in light washes - painting, removing, and adding again. Working with tempera, Godwin 

has honed a distinctive, painterly language that plays with light, space and time to create atmospheric paintings and prints that 

immerse us in new worlds.  

 

Curated by Lucy Stranger 

 

Presented in association with       Supported by the  

 

                                                                                           

  

 

 

 
 

 

 



   

 

   

 

LIST OF WORKS  
(In chronological order) 

 

PETER GODWIN  

The Stolen Kiss (After Fragonard) 2001  

tempera on hemp on board 30 x 30.6cm 

Collection of Sandi Phillips 

 

PETER GODWIN  

After Fragonard 2002 

egg tempera on hemp on board 60 x 45cm 

Collection of Jennifer and Phillip Perry 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Night Window 2002 

egg tempera on linen on board 90 x 100cm 

Collection of Campbell Robertson-Swann 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Book, Skull and Statue 2002 

egg tempera on board 100x98cm 

Collection of Jennifer and Phillip Perry 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Souvenir de Braque 2003 

egg tempera on linen on board 122 x 122cm 

The Jesus Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

The Duck Salon / A Memory 2004  

egg tempera on hemp on board 118 x 160cm 

Mosman Art Gallery, Winner of the Mosman Art Prize, 2004 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Harpsichord and Duck (study) 2005 

egg tempera on board 60 x 45cm 

Collection of Jennifer and Phillip Perry 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Dark Interior with Dove 2002 - 2005 

egg tempera on hemp on board  78 x 100cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Large Green Interior (Souvenir de Ghent) 2005 

egg tempera on hemp on board  180 x 240cm 

Collection of John Feitelson 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Bird/ Still Life/ Table 2005  

Egg tempera on linen on board  57.5 x 122cm 

Private Collection 

 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Study Government House Commission, Sydney Drawing 

Room  

egg tempera on board 20 x 24cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Government House - Interior with Curtain 2008  

egg tempera on linen on board  120 x 130cm 

Government House, Sydney  

 

PETER GODWIN  

Squid, Fish, Lemon 2008 

egg tempera on hemp on board  48 x 30cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Squid, Smoke, Fish, Lemon 2008 

egg tempera on hemp on board 48 x 30cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Mask, Bird, Shell 2008 

egg tempera on hemp on board 60 x 45cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

White Bay from Smith Street Studio 1982 2008 

oil on linen on board 45 x 59.5cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Small Owl with Mask 2009 

egg tempera on hemp on marine ply 65 x 65cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Interior with Highland War Shield 2009 

egg tempera on hemp on marine ply   122 x 180cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Blue and White Curtain, Sandi’s Ring and Flying Fox Mask 

2009 

egg tempera on linen on marine ply   120 x 120cm 

National Art School Collection 

Donated through the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts 

Program in memory of Lois Godwin, 2018 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Shadow water, White Bay 2009  

oil on linen on board 45.5 x 60cm 

Private Collection 



   

 

   

 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Large Studio Study with Canvas 2011 

egg tempera on hemp on marine ply  122 x 244cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Night Window with Highland Shield 2011 

egg tempera on hemp   203 x 244cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Painting Table with Black Truffles 2011 

egg tempera on hemp on marine ply  107.5 x 122cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Paris Apartment II 2011 

egg tempera on hemp on marine ply  45 x 55cm 

Collection of Cressida Campbell 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Cuttlefish Study 2013 

egg tempera on board 15 x 20cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

PETER GODWIN  

River Banks, Pink Peak, Li River 2014 

oil and acrylic on linen  240 x 260cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Mountains, White Horse, Li River 2014 - 2015 

egg tempera and Italian gesso on board 60 x 60cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Red Mountains, White Cloud 2015 

hand painted carborundum relief (triptych)  246 x 366cm 

Private Collection 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Red and Green Mountain, Li River 2015 

hand painted carborundum relief, (diptych) 246 x 244cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Red Mountains / Blue Clouds 2015 

hand painted carborundum relief  137 x 197cm 

Collection of the artist 

 

 

 

 

PETER GODWIN  

Paris Apartment 2017  

oil and acrylic on linen 122.5 x 91cm 

Private Collection 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Paris Apartment III Morning Light 2017   

oil & acrylic on linen 76 x 76cm 

Private Collection 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Paris Apartment IV (Morning Light) 2017 

oil and acrylic on linen 76 x 76cm 

Private collection 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Violin 2017  

tempera on gesso on board  31 x 30.5cm 

Collection of Adrienne Gaha and Tim Maguire 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Mask and Violin 2018 

tempera emulsion on Italian gesso on linen  120 x 140cm 

Collection of the artist 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Painter at Rest - Twilight Studio 2018 

tempera emulsion and oil on linen 130 x 240cm 

Collection of the artist 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Looking west from Millers Point 1979  2017-19   

egg tempera emulsion on Italian gesso on board 29 x 50cm 

Private Collection 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Hanging Fowl 2021 

oil on hemp  31 x 21cm 

Collection of the artist 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Hanging Fowl I 2021 

oil on hemp  31 x 21cm 

Collection of the artist 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Harp / Maquettes / Lemon (study) 2021 

tempera emulsion on hemp  20 .5 x 30.5cm 

Collection of the artist 
 

PETER GODWIN  

Studio Interior with Eastern Grass Owl 2022 

tempera emulsion and oil on linen  153 x 153cm 

Collection of Guido and Michelle Belgiorno-Nettis 


